
Scott Eckern Releases Statement and Announces Resignation 
as Artistic Director for California Musical Theatre 

(Sacramento, CA, November 12, 2008) – Scott Eckern, Artistic Director for California 
Musical Theatre, released the following statement regarding his resignation. The 
statement is released as follows: 

 “I understand that my choice of supporting Proposition 8 has been the cause of many 
hurt feelings, maybe even betrayal.  It was not my intent.  I honestly had no idea that this 
would be the reaction.  I chose to act upon my belief that the traditional definition of 
marriage should be preserved. I support each individual to have rights and access and I 
understood that in California domestic partnerships come with the same rights that come 
with marriage. My sister is a lesbian and in a committed domestic partnership 
relationship.  I am loving and supportive of her and her family, and she is loving and 
supportive of me and my family.  I definitely do not support any message or treatment of 
others that is hateful or instills fear. This is a highly emotional issue and the accusations 
that have been made against me are simply not true.  I have now had many conversations 
with friends and colleagues, and I am deeply saddened that my personal beliefs and 
convictions have offended others. My choice to support the Proposition was personal, and 
does not represent the views and opinions of California Musical Theatre or the many 
people associated with the organization.  I was required by law to identify my employer 
and occupation at the time of my donation.  

 I have enjoyed my association with all the many fine staff members, artists and 
audiences over the years.  I have strived to stay true to our mission of producing quality 
live theatre to enrich the cultural life of the community.  In the course of my work, I have 
encouraged a work environment that is safe and creative, working together in an 
atmosphere of mutual respect.  I have focused on producing shows with fresh eyes to 
allow the intent of the original creators to come through.  I have not imposed my beliefs 
onto any of the works, but have sought to explore the truths found in the storytelling to 
speak for themselves if they are told well.  I have enjoyed the opportunity to be alongside 
wonderful artists as we have collaborated on sharing productions that will both enlighten 
and entertain. 

 I chose to express my views through the democratic process, and I am deeply sorry for 
any harm or injury I have caused in doing so.  I want to support not only my friends and 
loved ones, but everyone in their efforts to receive equal rights so I will be making a 
comparable donation ($1000) to the Human Rights Campaign.  I hope that through future 
conversations bridges may be built and healing can occur that will allow us to arrive at a 
better place of understanding for all involved. 

 I am leaving California Musical Theatre after prayerful consideration to protect the 
organization and to help the healing in the local theatre-going and creative community.  
California Musical Theatre will continue to welcome with open arms all staff, artists and 
audiences who collaborate in the experience that live theatre does best – to lift the human 
spirit.  I will continue to be in the audience to cheer on all the good work. It has been an 



honor to serve alongside those I love and respect in this noble profession. I am 
disappointed that my personal convictions have cost me the opportunity to do what I love 
the most which is to continue enriching the Sacramento arts and theatre community.” 

  
Sincerely, 
  
Scott Eckern 
  

### 
  
Clay Merrill 
Media Relations Manager 
Randle Communications 
 


